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Fall bear hunting can be one of the most exciting and challenging hunts utilizing
the spot and stalk method. For years now, my son and I have been refining our skills
in this type of hunt and have successfully harvested hefty boars in their natural environment. Bears are creatures of habit and knowing their patterns will make you
more successful in locating them. They can be hunted in the spring as well as the fall
with similar success rates. Knowing what to look for during both seasons will be important in allowing you success with this type of hunt.
Twenty minutes of heart pounding action
The good news is, the bear population in most regions of the Province is very
healthy. Spending countless hours in the wilderness has afforded my son and I the
chance to witness many bears on our adventures. Last spring we set out on a weekend hunt to find a boar while using the spot and stalk approach. Fair chase was on
our minds as we set out to make this hunt memorable. We headed to one of our favorite spots and witnessed three shooter bears in the span of a few hours.
Unfortunately, they were wise to our approach and eluded our efforts. We headed
back to our area the same evening and encountered a few bruins on the way to our
spot. Slowly driving into a cut we glassed a good boar at a couple hundred yards eating grass. As my son got out and loaded his rifle, he slowly started his approach as
the bear remained oblivious to his presence. Within twenty minutes he closed the distance to about forty yards before he raised his rifle and shot. Within minutes, the
giant boar expired . We spotted six bears in total on the first day, but with one tag
filled, we decided to keep my tag for a fall bear.
Staying regular, a bears best friend
Spring bears are fresh out of hibernation and are looking for food as well as mates.
The first thing they look for is skunk cabbage. This is nature’s laxative and bears require the plant to help activate their digestive system after five long months of sleep.
They also enjoy eating fresh grass, grubs and anything else they find appetizing. Bruins during this period are very lean and their coats full. Areas to focus on in spring
include meadows, ponds, recent cuts and old tote roads with fresh grass on the edges.
Being omnivorous, it is incredible how much grass bears eat in early spring. The fact
that they are looking for mates keeps the bears moving as they search out food and
companionship.
Berries abound, time to feast
Late August will find bears eating their favorite natural food. They will gorge themselves on blueberries, raspberries, mushrooms and anything else that fills their belly.
Once a bear is spotted, check wind direction and proceed downwind from the animal. It is important to have a slow approach. If they do not spot you, they will continue to eat as they meander across the forest floor. Whether bow hunting or rifle
hunting, closing the distance between you and your bear is key. Approach the animal at a slow pace while checking your surroundings and wind direction. It is essential that they do not see you. Once you’ve been spotted, you’re busted and the bear
will be on high alert and not let you get any closer.
Three to four year old cuts with blueberries and raspberry bushes are excellent
areas to find the bruins. I prefer to hunt early morning until noon and late evening
until dusk since bears prefer to be out when the weather is cool. The better the berry
crop, the better the chance of running into a bear eating in its natural environment.
Spot and stalk hunting is an exciting way to hunt bears, but keep in mind that
bears are highly intelligent predators and hunters need to use caution when hunting
them. Take time this season to enjoy the vast wilderness we are so blessed to be a part
of.
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Thunder Bay Area
For Hot Fall Fishing

Brian and Mason Neureuther with a chunky Nipigon River Chinook
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By Sam Neureuther, NOSA Member

Don’t write off your fishing season just yet some of the best fishing to be had can
be during the cool & crisp Fall weather. Give it a shot between bird and big game
hunting. While the bite slows down on some lakes here are 3 popular destinations
sure to keep you catching fish this Fall.
The Mighty Nipigon Rivers “Chinook Salmon”
One of the best and most popular rivers in our area for Fall Salmon fishing. A little over an hour drive from Thunder Bay will take you to the Nipigon River.
The Salmon make their spawning journey from Lake Superior all the way up river
to end at the Alexander Dam. The river can be fished by boat or from shore at various locations. The Chinook are pretty much everywhere in the river and the easiest way to catch them is to troll from the boat. The Salmon here seem to have a
thing for big J-13 Rapalas in Firetiger or Chartreuse , the go to lures for this river.
Make sure to get the lure far enough behind the boat to eliminate noise from the
boat. It can get very busy with boat traffic this time of year so try to arrive very early.
The current is very strong and if you hook up the Salmon will surely take you for a
ride. Use a rod on the heavier side about 8 to 9 ft with 15lb test line and you’re all
set to go.
Shebandowan Lake “Smallmouth”
A popular summer destination for many Thunder Bay cottagers. It holds Thunder Bays biggest bass tournament; the Shebandowan Smallmouth Showdown each
July and also the Shebandowan Fall Bass Classic in September. The Fall Smallmouth
bite can be incredible here this time of year. About an hour from Thunder Bay, the
lake consists of three unique basins Lower, Middle & Upper. The bass are very aggressive and will be filling up their bellies for the winter, which in turn means very
hungry fish. The bigger ones tend to go into the deeper parts of the lake and near
humps and weedy areas as they follow the movements of baitfish in the lake. Tubes,
crankbaits, and drop shots work best but slow down your aproach. There are also
plenty of grouse hunting trails in the area so grab a map and be sure to make a day
out of it!
BIG Kaministiqua River Walleye
Located in the heart of Thunder Bay making it easily accessible for those with a
boat. There are a few spots to try from shore but the fastest way to get on top of the
feeding Walleye is by boat. Start yourself at the Neste boat launch off of Mountdale
Ave. and work your way from the paper mill to each corner as you work on up towards the Old Fort. Casting will put you on some but the best way is to troll
crankbaits and Rapalas a little out of the current behind the boat. There are some
huge Walleye kicking around here in the Fall and you might even hook into a Chinook or other species of fish. It is not uncommon to catch Walleye in the double digits this time of year if you put your time in on the river!
3 species of fish and 3 destinations sure to keep your fishing season going this
Fall, dress warm and keep on the water, Good Luck!

Black Bay
Perch
Fishing
Adventures...

John Kaplanis
with fists full of
Black Bay gold

By John Kaplanis

With Bear Trak Outfitters

It may be fall time and hunting season is on everyone’s mind right now, but it
won’t be long before hunting season turns into the “hard water” season. And with it,
we’ll be heading out to enjoy the vast array of Northwestern Ontario ice fishing destinations. One of my favourites is Black Bay on Lake Superior. The perch fishery is
booming and the ice fishing action is seemingly non-stop all winter long. I’ve found
a convenient new way to access this perch hot spot, and that’s with Bear Trak Outfitters!
First though, why would the well equipped outdoorsman use the services of an
outfitter to ice fish for perch on Black Bay? The simple answer to this question is that,
of course you don’t have to use an outfitter to access this prolific fishery. If you have
all the gear, sleds, augers, ice huts etc. then have at it! But then again, putting all that
gear together for a day trip anywhere is a major undertaking. Sometimes you just
want to keep things simple. Or, perhaps you don’t have a lot of the necessary gear to
do an ice fishing trip. Maybe you’ve never even tried ice fishing for perch and you
just want someone to show you how it’s done.
Then just make a call to Corey Hayward, owner/operator of Bear Trak Outfitters
on Black Bay and tell him what you need and let him take care of the rest. It’s that
easy. Corey can custom fit your day trip perch package depending on your needs. So
if you want the “all inclusive” where he drops you off and gets everything, and I
mean everything, ready for you - then so be it. He’ll make it happen. However, if you
just want him to set you up in one of his many custom built ice fishing huts while
you take care of your gear and set up, then he’ll make sure you are safely transported
out onto the ice to one of his “active” huts and back again.
What I mean by “active” is that Corey knows this fishery and he’ll make sure you’re
located where the fish are biting. Your personal angling prowess is not something he
can help you with however, but he does have some great tips for perch angling tactics on Black Bay.
Corey suggests using jig heads of various colors in the 1/8 to 1/4 ounce size, sometimes mixing things up by adding beads and small blades or spoons to act as a visual
attractant to curious and sometimes stubborn perch. He says that sometimes all that
is needed for bait is to tip the jigs with a small minnow or even parts of minnows,
heads and tails, to coax the bite. Presenting the lures just a few inches off the bottom of the lake or by bouncing the jig in the muddy lake bottom is all that is needed
to interest the perch. However, Corey adds that by using an electronic flasher you can
target suspended fish by raising or lowering your presentation at a depth where the
fish want to be more active.
Corey tells me that his operation officially opens for business on the ice on New
Year’s day. His fishing grounds are approximately 5-7 kms out on the ice where he
has 12 huts spread out at various spots to target the moving perch schools. A fully
guided day trip for two costs usually around $220 plus taxes and that includes hut
rental, transportation to and from the hut, fire started in wood stove, holes drilled
on the ice, ice fishing rods/reels, lures, flasher, fish cleaning and bait.
Semi guided day trips are of course a scaled down version of the services provided
above, but generally these will include transportation on to the ice, holes drilled and
woodstove is lit for you. Semi guided day
trips cost $120 for two person trips. Corey
will also provide straight hut rentals for
those do it “yourselfers” who have their own
gear but just want to rent the shelters to stay
out of the elements for the day. Either way,
he’ll work with the customer to affordably
tailor their day trip exactly to their needs.
I highly recommend Bear Trak Outfitters
on Black Bay for a perch trip this winter!
There is nothing quite like a mess of perch
for a family fish fry or when entertaining a
few guests. I think I am actually learning to
like battered perch fillets more than walleye!
For information on how to book a day
trip with Bear Trak Outfitters just look up
Corey on facebook or check his website at Corey Hayward with a Black
www.beartrakoutfitters.com and tell him I Bay Perch.
sent ya!

NOSA Proudly Supports

2018 Ducks Unlimited
Fundraising Dinner and Auction

Saturday November 17th, 2018
Victoria Inn Convention Centre
Doors Open at 5:30 pm
Tickets: $60 per person available at
D&R Sporting Goods on Memorial Ave.
(Door Prize - $500.00 CASH)
Event will feature raffles, silent auction, live auction DU merchandise, artwork, collectibles and plenty of great
prize items donated by local businesses and sporting groups.

CCFR Responds to
Federal Liberal’s
Bill C-71

THIS
MONTH’S
NEWS

By Tracey Wilson,
Vice President of Public Relations/CCFR

As C-71 rounds the last corner in its
journey into Royal Assent, there
seems to be a real lack of understanding of the issues that actually relate to
public safety. The bill is in second
reading in the Senate and the CCFR
has been spending some time talking
to Senators about this legislation,
what impacts it will have on crime
(none) and what it really means for
gun owners.
CCFR CEO & Executive Director
Rod Giltaca joined me in Ottawa multiple times this year for a “lobby
week”. The first of these week-long
advocacy projects was the week the
bill was tabled in the House of Commons. We held two parliamentary
press conferences in center block, testified as expert witnesses at the Standing Committee on Public Safety &
National Security, conducted over 50
media interviews including a CBC
syndication, produced and/or promoted numerous e-petitions, political
videos & memes for social media,
hosted, funded and attended roundtables and town halls across the country, met with politicians of every level
and every party affiliation.

It is of interest that the votes on C71 in the House of Commons was
whipped, meaning every single Liberal MP voted in favor of it, regardless of the wishes of their constituents
or their personal feelings about the
legislation. The Liberal Party knows
three things; that gun owners do not
pose a disproportionate risk to public
safety, that Canada has a rising gang
violence problem, and that scaring the
public into thinking they have “done
something” will garner them votes
come election time. Unfortunately,
the costs associated with this kind of
virtue signaling law making is further
regulations for gun owners, often
making more of them “paper criminals”, and the continued and escalating violence in the streets of our
towns and cities across the country.
This is the difficulty with a majority
government, they are virtually free to
create legislation in any manner they
choose, without immediate ramifications. Our only successful means of
opposition is to vote – and encourage
our friends and family to vote.
There are many in the Senate who
are torn on bill C-71. Rod and I met

All your outdoor adventures
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CCFR Exec. Director Rod Giltaca and CCFR Director Tracey Wilson address the media in Ottawa recently

last week with the Senator who is
sponsoring the bill in the Senate,
Andre Pratte. Andre is steadfast in his
support for this bill, adding that it is
not the only measure to combat gang
violence. I found this kind of an odd
position to take since there is literally
nothing in this bill, or any other proposed legislation to combat gang violence. We sat down with Senator Don
Plett immediately following the meeting with Pratte and was surprised how
far apart these two Senators are in
their stances, with Plett reiterating
the need for credible work on crime
and gang violence. The issue here is
that the Senate very rarely ever
“scraps” government bills but is
open to sending it back to the House
for amendment considerationssomething that is likely to happen.
In any event, Senators of all types
agree that this bill needs considerable studying with many committee
witnesses, something that will see a
decline in the way the House hurtled
it through due process.
Gun owners across the country are
encouraged, no, they MUST take action immediately to help in the fight
to preserve our sport and our legally
acquired property, at the same time
demanding this government stop its
assault on legal gun owners and turn
the focus to effective crime control
measures. Write to the Senate, pick a

couple Senators each day to call and
voice your concerns with this legislation.
The LPC has had a rough run, with
3 years of dismal failures on every
file, international embarrassment, and
multiple ethics violations by some of
its top officials, yet Canadian voters
flock to the charm and charisma of the
elite with an almost star-struck awe.
Our only hope is to get involved. Follow legislation, sign the petitions, join
the CCFR and interact with your
elected officials … before it’s too late.
I expect bill C-71 to enter third
reading around the Christmas break,
when both the Senate and the House
of Commons rises for a long recess,
and receive royal assent by February
or so, hopefully with some improvements in the form of amendments.
That’s about the best we can hope for
until this bill is repealed by a new
government. You can rest assured the
CCFR will be relentless in our pursuit
of fair legislation for gun owners
however, and we won’t make this
travesty easy on them.
Contact CCFR by email at:
info@firearmrights.ca
or Call them at: 1-844-243-CCFR
(2237) 08:00-16:00 Eastern time
zone, Monday to Friday
Find them on Facebook and Twitter

Visit us at the NOSA
Booth at the Trapping
Convention!

Come to the 2019 Northwestern Fur Trappers Assoc.
Convention and visit our NOSA reps at our display booth!
The convention is held this Feb. 22-23 at the CLE Heritage Building in Thunder Bay with Trappers convention
banquet to be held on Feb 23 at the Slovak Legion.

Visit the NOSA booth to renew your membership and
enter our draw for membership prizes! We'll also have
hats and hoodies for sale at the convention! Hope to see
you in February!

NOSA Responds to
MTO Right of
Way/Road Closures

Signage is being posted along
major highway corridors in the Northwest Region by the Ministry of Transportation, to advise of the intent to
remove road access right of ways.
These road access points are usually
put in place for forestry operations.
When forestry operations no longer
require these access points, the
forestry companies relinquish their
obligations to maintain the road access permits and thus, these access
points are no longer legally maintained, therefore MTO takes measures
to remove them. Now keep in mind
that the previous Provincial Liberal
government subsidized the forestry
industry to assist them in keeping
forestry roads open for their useage.
That is, taxpayers dollars were used
to maintain logging roads for the
forestry companies.
The problem with this is that many
of these access points have become
readily used by a variety of other
stakeholder groups. Berry pickers,
sport anglers, hikers, hunters and bird
watchers alike all use these access
routes to venture into Northwestern
Ontario’s otherwise very inaccessible
wilderness. Think about it; the shear
vastness of our geography precludes
much if any exploration by the average berry picker. So to have these few

access points limited or removed altogether doesn’t really make sense to
these groups.
The Northwestern Ontario Sportsmen’s Alliance (NOSA) is of the position that if Ontario taxpayer dollars
were used to open and maintain roads
for logging/forestry operations, then
they should also be kept open for
those very user groups whose tax dollars were used to open these roads up
in the first place. With hunting and angling on the steady decline, the
province of Ontario must ask itself
how they can promote these activities
and build revenue off the backs of
stakeholders that pay to play in Ontario’s woodland back yard! By keeping road access points open and by
offering more geographic access opportunity for various stakeholder use,
then and only then will Ontario be
“open for business” under the new
government.
The Northwestern Ontario Sportsmen’s Alliance (NOSA) has raised
this important concern with OMNRF
officials at the Local Citizens Committee level (LCC) and we expect
OMNRF to conduct liason with MTO
to determine where road access points
along major highways can be kept
open and/or maintained for continued
stakeholder use.
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A troutchasers ramblings...
By Travelling angler Rebekka Redd
Fall is well underway, as I kicked off my waders, threw on a dry fleece, dry socks, and
nearly collapsed into the drivers seat of my truck. Sitting there I knew I had a great day,
along with my diehards fly bum amigos. Watching my breath billow into the air as I
let the truck warm up. I couldn’t help but think of the rainbows that where just in my
eager hands. Having an entire spring, summer and early fall to fish, I must confess fall
is my favourite. It is perhaps the best time of the year to target hefty trout. There are a
lot of reasons to love fall fishing, but you definitely must change up your game to be successful.
If you’ve been wanting to catch that trophy trout, now is a great time.
What’s so great about fall fishing?
The fair-weather is over and many anglers hang up their gear. Hunting, football, and
such take more people off the water. Everything is a lot more peaceful on the waters less pressure on the fish.
Know and understand the waters you’ll fish.
While presentation and consistency are the most important aspects of success in nearly
all types of fishing, having a plan is critical too. A solid understanding of the quarry and
the water that the trout swim in are the foundation of understanding and forming an
excellent strategy.
While you might get lucky pulling up to any old spot at a river and throwing a line,
learning the areas trout prefer in a stream will increase your chances of catching fish.
When approaching a river for the first time, it is easy to become intimidated by the
sheer amount of water. Before making your first cast, you should take a moment to
“read” the creek, river or lake that you are about to fish. This is the process of examining the stream above and below the surface and breaking it down into manageable sections where fish will likely be. Follow almost any stream as it carves its way through the
landscape and you will notice a pattern of characteristics.
When fishing the fall, be sure to avoid all redds! And I don’t mean me! ;) ha. I am
lucky to have a fish related last name, but in all seriousness, watch how you navigate a
river, as there will be spawning beds (redds) in the river that harbour eggs/spawning fish
territory. You can recognize them by the bright, clean gravel that’s been turned over. In
other words it’s their nest with eggs and so don’t walk on them, and please don’t fish
them!
Typically (but not strictly) Coho spawn September to October, Pinks are Aug to Oct,
chinook are Aug to Oct, brook trout are Sept to Nov. lake trout spawn Oct. to Nov,
whitefish spawn Oct to Nov, Atlantics spawn Oct to Nov. and lake run rainbows
(steelhead) are typically March to May. The exact run timing on any given lake or river
system is unique and driven by a variety of factors that can include but are not limited
to location (south vs north), water temps, water levels / flow volume and more.
Find out what they are eating and your half way home!
The typical method of fly fishing for trout is nymphing. Using various insect patterns
that are present in the rivers. I usually spend a few minutes checking out the food supply before starting to fish. This extra effort saves me a lot of frustration.
Nymphs
Trout like to lie along the bottom of rivers in deep, dark pockets of water. There, they
can wait until their lunch floats to them, mostly in the form of aquatic invertebrates.
These invertebrates are often nymphs, or the larval stage of insects. And so, one way to
catch trout is to use a fly called a nymph.
Streamers
Streamers are flies meant to be fished below the surface of the water. Resembling minnows or other small baitfish, they are often tied with a weighted head so they sit down
in the water better. When you fish a streamer, you cast across the river or against a
structure in a lake. You draw the streamer back to you in small, smooth jerks, motioning the streamer along like a darting fish.

Continued on Page 7.

Members In The Field

A troutchasers ramblings...
Continued from Page 6.
Wooly Buggers
This fly is probably one of the most versatile flies ever created. These flies imitate anything from large nymphs, such as stoneflies and salmon flies, to leeches and even small
baitfish. These flies are hard for any species to resist, and thus its probably a good idea
to keep a good supply of these flies in different colours, sizes and styles.
Egg patterns
I tend to enjoy fishing nymphs over eggs.. But using an egg pattern is also successful.
There are salmon eggs floating in the river, and rainbows and other trout are aggressive
eaters, they gobble up the real eggs readily.
The technique commonly used
I typically use a method called “tight-lining” and it’s best used in small creeks and
rivers.I use 2 nymphs about 7 to 12 inches apart, and locate myself about a rod length
across from the targeted water and slightly downstream. I roll cast flies upstream at a
45-degree angle, and raise the flyrod to remove any slack. With the rod tip high, lead
the flies downstream on a gently taut line. Focus on the leader where it enters the water,
and if it pauses or twitches, strike instantly! I set on any pause the line may have, as it’s
likely a fish. When I fish bigger waters, I tend to put a “thingamabobber” or strike indicator on my leader. A strike indicator is a small floatation device which attaches to
your leader to allow you to spot subtle bites or “takes” more easily.
If you are at entry level and are daunted by the sheer amount of information that
surrounds fly fishing, I truly hope you take your time , and take your new hobby step
by step. Like any game of skill, fly fishing requires practice, and the building of muscle memory. From casting to presentation of the fly.
Enjoy the sport and your time on the water this fall figuring out those tricky trout!
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Grace Peacock age 6 duck hunting

Kirst Harris after a great day in the
bush

Justin McGinnis with his first buck

Dustin Clark and goose hunt success

Dani Duquette age 12 with her big fall bear

Towell family moose hunt

Dan Fadyshen and moose hunt crew
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PLUS, MAKE NO PAYMENTS UNTIL THE NEW YEAR!

USED 2018 TOYOTA TACOMA SR5

USED 2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT

2016 FORD F150 XLT CREW CAB

4 Wheel Drive, Crew Cab, Automatic, Power windows/locks/
mirrors, Cruise and more 13.151 kms., OC9289D

5.3L, Double Cab, 4 Wheel Drive, Automatic, Power windows/locks/
mirrors, Cruise and more 28,615 kms., OC8891D
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84 mos.

Vehicle may not be exactly as shown

2015 NISSAN TITAN S CREW CAB

2015 RAM 1500 BIGHORN EDITION 4x4

2012 FORD F250 SD CREW CAB XLT

4 Wheel Drive, Automatic, Power windows/locks/mirrors, A/C,
Cruise and more 53,341 kms., N9226A

4 Wheel Drive, HEMI, Automatic, Power windows/locks/mirrors,
A/C, Cruise and more 86,454 kms., N9108A

4 Wheel Drive, Automatic, Power windows/locks/mirrors, A/C,
Cruise and more 112,891 kms. OC9276A

$

27,998

ALL
OFFERS

0

$

DOWN!

OR
+HST

$27,998
$188
$25,998
188
PROUD SUPPORTER OF NOSA
$

bi-weekly +HST
84 mos.
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+HST

Terms are based on model year: 96 months for 2017-2018, 84 months for 2015-2016, 72 months for 2013-2014, 60 months
for 2011-2012, 48 months for 2010, 36 months for 2009 and older. Finance example: $10,000 based on 5.99% APR over
36/*48/**60/ ***72/****84/*****96 months with a bi-weekly payment of $140 /$108 / $89 / $76 / $67 / $60. Total interest
over term $944 / $1,270 / $1,596 / $1,929 / $2,267 / $2,611. Total obligation over term $10,944 / $11,270 / $11,596 / $11,929 /
$12,267 / $12,611. HST and License extra. My choice offers available on all pre-owned trucks for a limited time only.

bi-weekly +HST
84 mos.

940 Memorial Ave.
345-2327 • 1-800-665-7207
halfwaymotorsnissan.com

OR
+HST

$

231

Payments
based on

bi-weekly +HST
60 mos.

5.99%

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL SNOWMOBILE
TRAIL ASSOCIATION

710 Balmoral Street Unit B
Thunder Bay
(807) 622-2626
halfwaymotorspowersports.com

©2018 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. For side-by-side vehicles (SxS):
Read the BRP side-by-side Operator’s Guide and watch the Safety DVD before driving. Fasten lateral net and seat belt at all times. Operator must be at least 16 years old.
Passenger must be at least 12 years old and able to hold handgrips and plant feet while seated against the backrest. ATVs and SxS are for off-road use only; never ride
on paved surfaces or public roads. For your safety, the operator and passenger must wear a helmet, eye protection and other protective clothing. Always remember that
riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive speed and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Always ride responsibly and safely.

