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It’s Time To
Target
Lake Trout!
By Richard Brochu, NOSA Member

Landan Brochu with a lunker laker.

Like many anglers ,I look forward to the opener of Lake Trout ice fishing
from February 1 to March 31. It’s always good measure to check the MNR
fishing regulations before venturing out, to ensure the species you are targeting is in season. Some lakes may be open while others may have different season schedules. Despite the season being short in zone 6, opportunities are
abundant. Lake trout are an aggressive fish and once you hook into a good
sized one, the fight can be an adrenaline rush.
Trout fishing can be a hit and miss opportunity making the location of
feeding fish difficult at times. With a little bit of effort and the right tools
once you locate them the action will be worth it. Finding depths’ maps of the
lake you want to fish will help you locate areas that might hold fish. Looking for points, breaks, rock piles and humps with some depth will get you on
the right track. Lake trout are usually hovering a few feet off the bottom but
at times can be caught at different levels. As winter progresses Lake Trout
move out toward mid-lake humps. Reason being, water is a little warmer in
the deeper areas which keeps the Lake Trout a bit more active during those
cold winter months.
My most important item when ice fishing is a good fish finder. I use a Hummingbird ice 55. When calibrated properly this fish finder is an important
asset in finding fish and enticing them to bite when they appear on flasher. I
would recommend one for any serious ice fishing angler. DNR has a great
variety of fish finders and staff to help you find the one that’s right for you.
A sturdy ice rod is also important. I like a medium heavy action 24 to 36
inch rod with a high capacity spool. I prefer ten to twenty pound braid as it
has no stretch and is ideal for deep water fishing. Tackle is also very important, Swedish Pimple, Acme Kastmaster spoons and tube jigs baited with
medium size minnow are my lures of choice - don’t be afraid to experiment.
Trout like flashy baits and will come in hard when they see the flash of a spoon
being jigged.
Having a good ice shack with a heater will help on those cold winter days
when the action is slow and a warm shelter is appreciated. An eight to ten
inch auger is beneficial if you’re lucky enough to snag into a larger fish. A
good ice ladle is also essential to keep the ice holes clear when fishing. Depending on the weather they can freeze up quickly.
Winter can be long in the north. Being able to get out during February and
March will help shorten winter and offer memories you won’t soon forget.
Why not try Lake Trout fishing this winter? It can be an exciting experience
and the fresh crisp air will keep you charged up and wanting more.
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USED 2017 FORD F150 XLT CREW
Silver, 4WD, automatic, power windows/doors, air conditioning,
camera, 25,761 kms., former daily rental, OC8645D

$
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Changes In Ice
Fishing Culture

Sean Conrad shares his sport angling wisdom with NOSA readers

By Tamara Spence

Hard water fishing has come to be more popular over the last decade, and
much of that may be associated with the changes in fishing culture and electronics. The old image of ice fishing has transformed significantly – what
comes to mind now is very different from the past. Fishing without electronics has many limitations – a waiting game, hoping for the best when a line
is dropped without knowing what lurks beneath.
In an interview with 39 Hour Champion and International Game Fish Association (IGFA), record rainbow trout holder Sean Konrad expresses his
opinions on the ways fishing culture has changed with the advancement of
technology and social media. While he describes the many positive advancements, there are also some negative impacts he’s noted. In my interview with
him, Konrad speaks to the changes he has noticed regarding ice fishing culture over the last decade, expressing how basic caring and handling practices
are more common, as well as the practices of catch and release and selective
harvesting.
Social media, he says, has had a huge impact on fishing and to an extent,
taken the art of searching for a location, changing the concept of privacy for
those fishing. Particular species of fish that were once thought of as invaluable are now turning into highly sought out fish, like Burbot. Konrad states
that as a child, he would come upon Burbot that were dead on the ice and
left to rot by other anglers. With the changes, this is not as common and is
refreshing to know that through education and social media, more anglers are
respecting our resources where they had once not always done so. So obviously these are positives.
Electronics, in Konrad’s opinion, altered the approach of ice anglers in
many ways. One significant change is the ability to see depth charts easily
and finding better fish holding structures which aids in increased angler success. These changes have also assisted in maintaining curiosity in those new
to ice fishing. Likewise, electronics have improved the rates of youth and children’s attentiveness to ice fishing because of items such as underwater cameras and GoPros. Konrad said that underwater cameras “keeps kids occupied
and ice fishing as a result is way more enjoyable for them.”
Those starting out ice fishing more than likely do not have the gadgets that
long time anglers do and often become discouraged if nothing is coming up
on the end of their line. For those that do not have flashers, Konrad offers a
few tips for being successful. One thing he points out that is often neglected
is the need to keep moving. It is important to “stay mobile, be fishing by sunrise or prime time for that species.” If fish are not biting then he says, it’s best
to not sit on a spot that’s not producing bites or interest. Fishing is an art
and should be treated as such. “Finesse fishing and attention to detail is important to for example using the appropriate line and tackle for the species
similarly you should always be conscious that too thick of line will spook fish
or make it difficult to feel the bite.” Fishing can have learning curves and
those that have been around can agree that every opportunity for learning
should be embraced regardless of experience level or possessions. I wish to
thank Sean Konrad for sharing his sage advice with NWO Outdoors News
readers through my interview with him for this article. Good luck out there
and hopefully I see you on the hard water!
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3 Reasons Why A Flasher Will
Increase Your Fishing Success
By Samantha Neureuther

A flasher is one of my most favorite gadgets to use ice fishing. I’ve been using a flasher
on my ice fishing trips for just over 10 years now and its the one thing I have a very hard
time doing without. While you definitely don’t need one to catch fish, I can guarantee
you it will increase your chance at catching more fish while making things a lot more exciting!
There are many different types of flashers on the market now. The two most popular
brands are the Vexilar and Humminbird. I started out with a Vexilar Fl8 and I now
sport Humminbirds Ice 35. These units are easy to use. They will tell you the depth you
are fishing , mark bait fish and all species of fish on the units screen. Its very compact,
easy to carry and has always held up in the most rugged conditions. They work flawlessly
in our cold Northern Ontario winters.
Using a flasher will let you know if there is fish around, and allow you to know much
more quickly had you not been using one. If you absolutely aren’t marking a single fish,
and it’s basically a dead screen, that is usually a good sign its not a hot spot and to move
to another area and try again.
Here are 3 huge advantages to owning and using a flasher ice fishing...
#1 You Will Be Marking Fish Half Way Up Your Screen
You’ll be able to mark fish at different depths while you may be working one specific
area of depth. This is very effective at hooking up with fish you may otherwise not have
known were even there in the first place. This almost always has guaranteed a strike while
I’m targeting Lake Trout but does work on other species as well. If my unit is marking a
fish well below or above my lure, I’ll quickly reel up to see if I can entice that fish to bite.
If the fish is hungry and active they will almost always slam your lure. Now would you
have known that fish was there without having a flasher? The fish may not have even seen
your lure either until you reeled up to it.
#2 You Can See How The Fish Reacts
Your flasher will allow you to see how fish may react to your presentation. Many times
I will watch as I mark a fish on the screen only to have it look at the lure for a few seconds then disappear. If this happens more than once it is almost always a good indication the fish isn’t interested in your lure or the way you’re presenting it. This will allow
you to try a slow jigging approach to see if they will bite or a fast and aggressive approach
to see which they will become more interested in. By switching up lures and trying a different approach this allows you to watch exactly how the fish will react. It wont take
long for you to figure out precisely what the fish want.
#3 Potentially Missed Fish Without One
Picture this. You decide to reel up your line to switch bait or lures, move to a different hole etc, when really there was a fish zoning in on it just before you decided to reel
up. Now if your using a flasher you would have seen the fish at your lure and wouldn’t
have reeled up. You will always know if there is fish around because your flasher will tell
you. This results in less missed chances.
Ice fishing in any situation will become much easier when you can see what is going
on under the surface. It will introduce you to a “whole new game”, and give you a new
and bigger edge on the fish. There is nothing more exciting than seeing in real time a fish
approach your lure before it actually hits, then you’ll be in for a ride! Check out D&R
Sporting Goods selection of flashers, and bring one out on your next trip. Trust me you’ll
be happy you made the investment!
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MNRF’s Michipicoten
Caribou Transfer Fiasco

start at Canadian Tire
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UPCOMING
EVENTS
Fly Fishing Film Festival
February 17 - Community Auditoriam

Bush Woman Workshop
February 9-11 - Call 613-334-5070 for more info

Northwestern Fur Trappers Convention
February 23-24 - CLE Heritage Building

TBay Salmon Assoc. Dinner Fundraiser
February 24 - Victoria Inn

Firearms Show
March 10-11 - Slovak Legion Thunder Bay

North Shore Steelhead Assoc. Fundraiser
April 6 - Valhalla Inn

When it comes to management of moose, wolves and caribou, it seems that
OMNRF has a very lopsided sense of priorities. Despite calling on the Minister of
Natural Resources back in early 2017 to revisit moose management policy in northern Ontario, it would seem NOSA’s concerns have fallen on deaf ears at the top levels of the agency. Meanwhile in Ontario, if you’re a caribou or a wolf, then OMNRF
seems to react very differently when a stakeholder group asks for OMNRF to intervene to protect each species, OMNRF will in fact pull out all the stops to get it done
and get it done fast. Case in point; Michipicoten Island Caribou transfer to Slate Islands.
Since 2013 the Michipicoten Island Caribou population has been steadily declining from a population of several hundred animals to fewer than 40 by late 2017. The
reason; wolves crossed to the island on an ice bridge during the winter of 2013-2015.
The current wolf population is pegged at about 18 wolves according to Leo Lepiano,
Lands and Resources Consultation Coordinator for the Michipicoten First Nation.
(CBC Jan. 2018)
In a CBC news report earlier in January 2017 Lepiano stated that Michipicoten
First Nation Chief Patricia Tangie sent a letter to MNRF in April calling for action
to save the caribou. MNRF quickly responded with a plan to move caribou during
January of 2018 (this is quick action by MNRF standards). Lepiano also added that
moving the 18 or so wolves to the mainland was not an option for MNRF, and that
although “a cull of the wolves would be a practical solution,” the killing of that many
wolves was “an answer that would not be taken lightly.” (CBC Jan. 2018)
So what’s wrong with this picture? Everything. First, the entire fiasco demonstrates that MNRF doesn’t have a sustainable solution for dealing with these wildlife
management challenges. If they did, then the simple and sensible solution would
have been to employ a trapper to naturally and cost effectively manage the wolves.
That does not mean to cull them or remove them entirely from the island but rather
simply MANAGE the wolf population down to where their impact upon caribou is
more closely tuned to the population goals for caribou on the island. Giving caribou
a flight pass/taxi ride by helicopter every single time there is a natural threat is simply ..... not natural. No matter what First Nation activists or environmentalists have
to say, this plan will not work long term.
A second concern here is the reaction to the First Nation request to intervene and
act on behalf of caribou. Sure, the First Nation had a valid concern that needed addressing. But the typical politicallyl correct MNRF knee jerk response however has
raised a lot of eye brows. MNRF’s role in wildlife management seems to be very reactive to First Nation’s concerns while parallel concerns by other groups representing Ontario resident hunters/anglers/trappers and the tourism industry, seemingly go
unheard. But no matter, MNRF needs to get it’s priorities in line with it’s wildlife
management goals. The squeaky hinge doesn’t always need to be greased, but if the
basic mechanics of a wildlife decline is in fact “broken” then fix it with a sustainable
solution instead of continuing to provide costly band aid measures that only prolong
and exacerbate the root problems.

NOSA Role at Wildlife
Management Strategy Table

In August 2016, the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry released a discussion document “Building a Wildlife Strategy” for Ontario. This
discussion paper invited dialogue on the future of wildlife management in Ontario. Individuals, organizations, agencies and Indigenous communities provided
comments. Feedback that was received covered a wide range of ideas and opinions, however two themes dominated. First wildlife and their habitats must be
managed with an eco-system approach, taking into account the full range of
human and natural components and processes. Second, Ontarians value wildlife
and care about conservation of species, for themselves and for the contribution
wildlife makes to our lives and to the lives of future generations.

Continued on page 5
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Bear Hunter Survey
By Dr. Len Hunt, Research Scientist/OMNRF

A questionnaire was developed for of
individuals who are licensed to hunt
bears in Ontario to meet two primary
objectives. First, the survey provides information about expenditures associated
with bear hunting in Ontario. This information is being used to assess how
the Expanded Spring Bear Hunt Pilot
has influenced economic activity within
Ontario. Second, the survey provides an
opportunity to learn about hunter’s
awareness, participation, and views towards the voluntary premolar bear teeth
submission program. We are hoping to
make hunters more aware of this program and to learn how to encourage
more hunters to participate in the program.
The voluntary survey is being sent to
500 licensed hunters from each of six
different groups of hunters for a total of
3,000 surveys. These groups are defined
by the origin of the hunter (Unites States, northern Ontario, and southern Ontario)
and the timing of the 2017 bear hunting licence purchase (Spring and post Spring).
Within each of the six groups, 500 hunters were randomly selected to receive the
questionnaire.
We will be working over the next several months to enter survey information and
conduct analyses.
NOSA/Editor’s note: NOSA supports this research survey and we encourage
bear hunters who have received the invitation to participate in the survey, to do so.
The information obtained by licensed bear hunters will only aid in demonstrating
the viability of the bear hunt in Ontario from not only a conservation perspective
but also from a socio-economic one as well.

Continued from page 4

NOSA Role at
Wildlife Management
Strategy Table

The MNRF Wildlife Management Strategy Development process was planned
to have three stakeholder workshops over the next year. These workshops were
intended to strengthen relationships and solicit feedback from stakeholders.
The first phase was conducted in 2016. Approximately 45 people attended
representing stakeholders such as NOSA, OFAH, Safari Club International, Big
Game Management Advisory Committee, Northern Ontario Tourist Outfitters to
the Animal Alliance of Canada, Earthroots, Ecojustice, Born Free USA and Humane Society International/Canada just to name a few.
The objectives of the first workshops were to develop communication and relationships and lay the foundation for future workshops.
The second workshop was September 12, 2017. The number of participants decreased from close to 45 to 15. Special interest groups such as the Animal Alliance of Canada and the Humane Society International/Canada asked for “radical
change” to stop all hunting, fishing and trapping. The MNRF asserted that was
“not up for discussion” and moved on. Others wanted to promote a return to
managing by policy and not public polls. Others hoped for wildlife management
strategy based on science, not ideals.
Guiding principles discussed by the working groups within the sessions included communication and education aimed to engage the general public to better explain how and why there needs to be a wildlife management strategy. Goals
were to have all streams of science considered; academia being the primary resources but also consider sources such as wildlife rehabilitators, naturalists,
hunters and trappers.
Workshop three was December 14, 2017. Thirteen people representing eleven
organizations were present including NOSA’s Director Shane Baker. Despite different perspectives individuals continued to exercise respect and active listening. Participants generally agreed to promote a diverse overseeing group
comprised of members from already established community organizations. Recommendations to the MNRF included more accessible and user-friendly web designs, better partnerships with the public, and with traditional users. Another
important recommendation is to improve access to information about wildlife
related laws, regulations and policies that affect all Ontarians. A common theme
from all the sessions was, in order for change and to put forth a solid wildlife
management strategy, adequate funding to initiate and maintain wildlife management is necessary.
The ultimate goal is to ensure a sustainable resource for years to come. The
successful outcome of the sessions should be solid provincial wildlife management policies and procedures to that end. Stay tuned.
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Take the Wolf
Trapping Challenge
By Lundy Thurier, NOSA Member

Increasingly over the past few years there is one animal that comes up in almost
any conversation regarding hunting, fishing, trapping, or any other activity that takes
place outdoors in Northwestern Ontario; the Gray wolf. Whether it be trail camera
pictures or hearing their unmistakable howling, or coming across a kill-site, most
outdoors persons seem to have a recent wolf story. Plain and simple, the wolf is THE
apex predator on our landscape. It can be argued that the wolf is also partially responsible for the decline in moose numbers in Ontario in recent years.
In fact biologists in British Columbia have recently recommended to their government that in order to save their dwindling moose and elk population, they need
to start intensively managing predators including wolves and bears. Here in Ontario
we need to do the same. Low prices in the fur market have driven trappers away
from targeting wolves, and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
have made it more difficult/costly to hunt wolves by implementing a tag system.
These factors, plus the increased deer populations have stacked the odds in the favour
of the wolf and now we have an exploding population that needs to be managed.
Starting out to hunt or trap wolves is a whole new ball game even to the most veteran trapper or big game hunter. They are a very smart and wary animal. One of the
most productive methods to both hunting and trapping wolves is over bait. Like any
animal, wolves need to eat...ALOT! If you can come across a road kill moose or deer,
that is usually enough to keep them coming to visit the bait site for a good part of
the winter.
When it comes to hunting wolves, scent control is very important. When setting
up a bait site use the prevailing winds to your advantage. Place the bait so you can
access your stand undetected, and wait them out. Trail cameras placed on the bait site
can help pattern when the wolves visit the bait and can help your chances, but wolves
are very unpredictable and can come at just about any time of the day. Keep your
stand or blind far enough away from the bait to remain undetected when they do visit
the site.

TBay Salmon Association
Dinner Fundraiser Feb. 24th

The Thunder Bay Salmon Association will host its annual dinner/fundraiser on Saturday Feb. 24th 2018 at
the Victoria Inn. Tickets for the dinner will be available
in the New Year at D&R Sporting Goods. Event starts at
4pm and dinner is at 6pm. Contact Doug Lund at 1-807621-4721 for more information or to donate prizes to this
worthwhile conservation organization.

Scent control is also important when trapping wolves. You always want to leave as
little human disturbance in the area as possible. Preferably, just before a snowfall (so
your tracks will be covered later) go to the bait site and look for naturally occurring
funnels or travel ways that they have been using. On these trails look for places to
set snares a minimum of 20 yards from the bait out to 100 yards or more. Recommended snare loop size is 18” and roughly a foot off of the ground. Set as many
snares as you can find spots to set in. Multiple catches at a time are common.
Wolf hunting and trapping can be very challenging, but when successful, is very
rewarding. We should all try to do our part in managing these predators and helping out our other big game animals. Here in Ontario we are fortunate to have the
opportunity to hunt and trap wolves. The best time of year is just ahead of us as
they start travelling more in search of food and preparing to breed in late winter. Expect a lot of trial and error on the trap line, and a lot of cold hours in the blind. But
I can assure you that it only gets easier and the reward is worth it! You earn a certain
badge of honour as a trapper when you’ve successfully taken a wolf.
The Trapper’s Convention hosted by Northwestern Fur Trappers Association will
feature fur handling demonstrations so you’ll learn some wolf skinning skills. Convention is February 23rd and 24th at the CLE Heritage Building. Come by and
check it out, and good luck out there!

Members
In The
Field

Luc Despres with a load of eating size lakers through the ice

Holden and Shay Mascarin with a fine catch of lake herring

Tristan Beamish with a very healthy wolf he trapped this winter

Landan Brochu with a big prime furred Fisher

Alex Dampier with fists full of whitefish
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Your next winter adventure begins at Half-Way Motors Powersports.
We’re Thunder Bay’s new home for Ski-Doo snowmobiles, parts,
accessories, clothing and certified service.

Tundra LT 600ACE

Skandic WT 550F

Expedition Sport 900ACE
SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL SNOWMOBILE
TRAIL ASSOCIATION

710 Balmoral Street Unit B, Thunder Bay
(807) 622-2626
halfwaymotorspowersports.com
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