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NOSA Family Member Kira
Flett proudly shows the

rewards of a great day with
dad hunting.
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MIDWAY ALIGNMENT
Repair & Auto Parts

Owner: Allan Germain

255 West Gore Street
577-3777 or 475-8357

Safety Inspections • 4-Wheel Alignments • Brakes
Tire Repairs • Balancing • Suspensions • Shocks • Exhausts

Towing & Boosting Service

Protection for our
Northern way of Life.

114 Centennial Square 623-9022
INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto • Home • Business • Investments
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Protection for our
Northern way of Life.

Auto • Home • Business • Investments

610 Harold Crescent                                              623-0515
“CARING FOR YOU & YOUR VEHICLES LIFE”

Only At

I am proud to introduce the “Mascarin Glass Guarantee”,
a unique concept in auto glass! This is how it works. You
bring your vehicle into Mascarin’s for glass replacement
and we guarantee it against breakage for a full 12 months.
If it breaks or chips for any reason we will replace or repair
it within 12 months of the original installation

ABSOLUTELY FREE!!
That’s the Mascarin Glass Guarantee!

GLASS
GUARANTEE

Sincerely,

A new ice fishing education pro-
gram called the Lac des Mille Lacs
Ice Fishing Pledge is asking anglers
to “take the ice fishing pledge.” By
taking the pledge, anglers promise to
know the regulations and agree to fish
in an environmentally friendly man-
ner this winter.

The Ministry of Natural Resources
(MNR) is presently reviewing the Lac
des Mille Lacs Lake Management
Plan.  Ministry staff decided that the
best way to address some common
problems with ice fishing huts would
be to ask for help from directly from
ice anglers. 

The Lac des Mille Lacs Ice Fishing
Pledge received instant endorsement
from the Northwestern Ontario
Sportsman’s Alliance (NOSA) and
the Ontario Federation of Anglers and
Hunters (OFAH).  “By taking the
pledge, anglers are basically saying
two things,” says John Kaplanis, President of NOSA. “First, that they are aware of
the current fishing regulations and second, that they will make sure their activities
are not stressful to the lake and the surrounding area. Anglers know that good fish-
ing means taking care of the lake and fish habitat, so I know they will get on board
with this program.” 

Ice fishing huts are great for the protection of anglers but can sometimes be major
sources of litter from careless anglers.  Examples of small steps anglers can take to
protect this from happening include using bait containers that don’t blow away, and
to make sure what goes out on the ice comes off the ice and is disposed of proper-
ly.

Anglers heading out to the lake this winter will notice signs about the Lac des
Mille Lacs Ice Fishing Pledge at popular winter access areas. Handouts will also be
available for hut owners and day users at a variety of resorts on the lake. 

For more information on The Lac des Mille Lacs Ice Fishing Pledge or on the Lac
des Mille Lacs Lake Management Plan, contact:

Davis Viehbeck, Ministry of Natural Resources, Thunder Bay District, (807) 475-
1167  davis.viehbeck@ontario.ca

Anglers show they care by
taking the Lac des Mille
Lacs Ice Fishing Pledge

There will be a Regional Qualifier for the Minnesota State Indoor Championship
being held at Lakehead Archers on Vibert Road.

Many different age and equipment divisions available. This is the first time a
qualifying shoot will held in Thunder bay

The process of establishing the times for the shooting lines for this event has
started, if you know that you are going to shoot please drop us a line and let us know
what day(s) you are planning on coming and how many people.

You do not have to be a MSAA member to shoot the qualifier
Once you have shot your qualifier score you will then be invited to the State

Indoor Championship in Owatonna, MN and flighted within your division accord-
ing to your score.  Awards presented for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each flight.  Last year
800 Archers ( of all abilities) shot at the State tournament.

If you have any questions contact; Joe Dampier 577-9199 dampiers@tbaytel.net

Lakehead Archers to Host
Regional Qualifying Tournament
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GMK ARMOURY
SPECIALTIES

GARRY KOSORIS, Owner

300 South Water Street
Corner of Court & John

Thunder Bay ON P7B 6P6

(807) 346-4088 • Fax: (807) 346-4095

• Firearms Sales
• Reloading Supplies
• Ammunition
• Appraisals
• Consignment Sales
• Repairs & Alterations
• Shooting Accessories
• Indoor Range in association with Arnone Shooting Range, Inc.

TRUCK • AUTOMOTIVE
AGRICULTURAL • INDUSTRIAL

TRUCK PARTS & REBUILD ITEMS

Clutches: All Makes
Allison Transmissions

Hydraulic Brake Boosters
Air Brake Valves / Compressors

Standard Transmissions (4 to 18 Speeds)
Drive Shaft Rebuilding / Balancing (Thunder Bay & Winnipeg)

Power Steering Gears & Pumps
Air Dryers / Dessicants

Flywheel Machining
Relined Brake Kits

Fan Clutches
Differentials

THUNDER BAY, Ontario
1109 Russell Street P7B 5M6

Tel: 807-623-7773 • Fax: 807-623-7203
Toll Free: 1-800-465-6915

DRYDEN, Ontario
334 Kennedy Road P8N 2Z5

Tel: 807-223-3131 • Fax: 807-223-8654
Toll Free: 1-800-467-3437

Pictured from left to right are Police Youth Corps Officer Ian Robson stands alongside Cadets Annie Aiello,
Gabriel Aiello and Devon Philips, the first successful Hunter's Safety Certification graduates sponsored by
NOSA.

The three cadets took up the offer to take the Hunter's safety course through a
cooperative sponsorship provided to the Police Youth Corps as part of NOSA's
commitment to recruit new hunters. Joe Coghlan taught the hunter's certifica-
tion and firearms safety course to these cadets and he reports that they were
eager, studious and demonstrated an admirable work ethic as they strived to
become newly certified hunters. NOSA is honored to provide this opportunity to
the Thunder Bay Police Youth Corps and will continue to work with that organi-
zation in this respect as well as sponsoring their Firearms Markmanship Award.

Got a picture? Send it in to TIN so we
can add it to the Youth Gallery.

Top Left: Davin Hannkio
Bottom Left: Brenna Hannkio

Below: Matthew and President John Kaplanis
after some successful hunting.

Youth Gallery

BIG PAW STIKS
CUSTOM TRADITIONAL BOWS

506 Donald St. W., Thunder Bay, ON  P7E 5Y6
(807) 577-1647 ph/fax

bigpaw@tbaytel.net

John Hay
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Techni-Cool Radiators

Bus. 577-5212
577-2032

Fax. 475-8292

219 Gore Street
Thunder Bay, ON
P7E 3R5

Industrial & Automotive
Radiators, Heaters, Coolers and Fuel Tanks

QUALITY
CARPET

SPECIAL!!

LAMINATE
Click Together

Glueless
Five Colours
8mil Thick

$159
20-YEAR WARRANTY

806 Fort William Rd. € 344-3848

/ sq. ft.
$159

ÒNOSA member Jeff CordileoneÕs first moose is a giant. NOSA Directors John Kaplanis and John Hay share in
the moment.Ó Mike Plexman, NOSA Director.

Dave Viehbeck, MNR staffer

By all accounts the 2006 big game
season was one of the finest in recent
memory. 

The weather was merciful if not
outright kind to archers and gun
hunters alike. At some points in the
archery season I know hunters were
praying for that one cold sharp morn-
ing but the rut seemed to proceed
close to prediction with a lot of activ-
ity noticed in the moose and the deer
mating seasons.

It use to be rare to see deer during
a moose hunt but now archers and
gun hunters are increasingly report-
ing deer activity and sightings in tra-
ditional moose hunting areas and
habitat. 

If the habitat were our Northwest-
ern Ontario economy we would have
politicians lining up to take credit for
the diversification. Broadly smiling
how it was the efforts of their party
that lead the way. As usual they
would be coat tailing on another•s
work. Just this time the work is
Mother Nature•s.

A number of softer winters with
less snow has the deer population is
growing quickly, some would say
exploding in Northwestern Ontario.
This is no revelation to our brothers
and sisters in the Kenora , Fort

Frances or Dryden districts. 
What may be revelation is that this

diversification is short lived, espe-
cially if you are the moose. The habi-
tat that currently supports moose can
also support deer just not for very
long. It is widely known that a para-
sitic brain worm harmless to deer is
deadly to moose. That cohabitation
ultimately leads to the parasite being
transmitted from deer to moose with
less than favourable results to the
moose. Does Alneau Peninsula ring a
bell? The Kenora district which had
one the best moose herds in the
province was virtually eradicated in a
couple of short years. Lots of deer
around just no moose.

With an exploding deer herd
inevitably comes the contact with
deer that other jurisdictions are all
too familiar with. Crop and property
damage, and the deadly collisions
with motor vehicles. Minnesota, Wis-
consin and Manitoba are just a couple
of neighbours dealing with burgeon-
ing deer populations. In our neck of
the woods deer are not the first
choice of hunters. Moose is where the
hunter effort is. A story taken from a
recent issue of the Minneapolis Star
Tribune quotes Lou Cornicelli, Min-
nesota Department of Natural

Resources Big Game Specialist •we
can•t manage deer populations with-
out people out there shooting themŽ.

Hunter expectation of shooting tro-
phy antlered deer does little to slow
down the population growth. But take
a doe or a button buck and you have
to answer questions about not hold-
ing out for the bruiser. The Minneso-
ta DNR say they also contend with
decreasing numbers of hunters of the
last few years. Are we going this
way?

If local MNR biologists were
asked to day what plans do they have
in place for deer they would quite
correctly tell you we do not manage
deer in Northwestern Ontario we
manage moose. Basically telling us
the deer population will be what it is
going to be while they manage
moose or more accurately they man-
age moose hunters.

Should we be asking them to man-
age moose habitat as well? Prevent-
ing an invasion of another species
that will harm or drive away the fea-
tured ungulate? Would they do it or
be allowed to do it? Can hunters be
the solution with expanded seasons,
liberal and multiple tag allocations. 

NOSA has been ahead of this issue
and brought suggestions to the MNR

about extending deer seasons and
making more tags available. In WMU
13 we still have to apply for a doe tag
in a lottery on your first deer licence.
A lottery that is 100% successful for
applicants, couldn•t MNR resources
be used more effectively?

If we are to have a moose hunt for
future generations of the same quali-
ty and access we enjoy now deer
management will have to be part of
the equation. Biology and recent past
history we don•t get to have both
unless both are managed.
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NATIONAL WARRANTY

Grassia Auto Body Ltd.
822 Norah Crescent

Thunder Bay, Ontario
P7C 4T8

Tel.: (807) 622-8877
Fax: (807) 623-2440

Email: grassiasauto@shawcable.com

Dave Grassia
Manager

485 Memorial Ave.
Thunder Bay, ON  P7B 3Y6

Tel: (807) 345-3323
Fax: (807) 345-1500

Toll Free: 1-888-345-1511

Tackle, Hunting and Camping SuppliesTackle, Hunting and Camping Supplies

D & R
SPORTING GOODS
ÒYour Fishing & Hunting SpecialistsÓ

D & R
SPORTING GOODS
ÒYour Fishing & Hunting SpecialistsÓ

Northwest Argo
(807) 344-1937

Watch for 2007
Archery Equipment
arriving soon from

your hunting 
specialists D&R
Sporting Goods
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Office: 623-3668 email: webpress@tbaytel.net
Fax: 623-4301   866 Tungsten Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario  P7B 6J3

• Design
• Printing
• Colour Copying

Flyers • Newspapers • Magazines
The Thunder In The North newsletter is designed
and printed by Web Press (Thunder Bay) Ltd. We
are pleased to be associated with Team NOSA. The Northwestern Ontario

Sportsmen’s Alliance (NOSA)
sponsored a public forum for
firearms owners on Nov. 30th
of 2006. Conservative MP
Garry Breitkreuz made a spe-
cial trip to Thunder Bay to
speak to gun owners at the
event, giving words of encour-
agement and hope to those
who are becoming increasing-
ly frustrated with the current
firearms registry. And clearly,
there are many who are frus-
trated as over 300 firearms
owning guests attended the
event.

However Breitkreuz did not provide any real new information on how the Con-
servatives plan to dismantle the current gun legislation. He admitted that until the
Conservatives get voted in as a majority Government, there is little they can do to
affect any real change. He also asked gun owners to hold Provincial Government
officials and MPPs accountable for not honoring an amnesty that was issued by the
federal Conservatives who expected the Provinces to carry out the terms of the
amnesty. Ontario has proven to be a trouble spot with respect to conflicts over POL
renewals and other complications related to the confusing firearms legislation.

Now that the Liberals have chosen a leader, they have also drafted new firearms
policies that they will carry forth in the next election. If you thought our laws were
ridiculous now, wait to see what happens when a Liberal government finds itself in
a majority position in the future. NOSA has learned that the Liberals plan to make
it illegal for hunters to own a semi-auto loading rifle or shotgun. So, if you own one
of these hunting type firearms, don’t look for some onerous and costly restriction to
be imposed upon you. Instead the Liberals will just have you turn your autoloader
rifle/shotgun in at a surrendering depot where it will be destroyed. If you do not,
then it will simply be confiscated and you’ll likely be charged as a criminal when it
is discovered that you own one.

Clearly, the firearms registry is a hot button issue still and it will be in the next
federal election. Firearms owners need to do a better job at not just showing up at
the polls on election day, but they will also need to work a little harder to get friends
and family to do the same.

Breitkreuz Speaks To
Thunder Bay Gunners

Firearms Meeting Well Attended

...

1100 Memorial Ave.
Suite 253

Thunder Bay, ON
P7B 4A3

Phone/Fax:
(807) 623-8293

Fighting for Your Outdoor Rights and Privileges…
JOIN THE TEAM!

President............................................................................................John Kaplanis
Past President ..................................................................................Greg Hankkio
Executive Vice President ..............................................................Dennis Ukrainec
Vice President, Operations ......................................................................John Hay
Membership Director ......................................................................Mike Plexman
Director at Large ..................................................................................Jack Mack
Director at Large ..............................................................................Bruno Fornaro

• TOWING • BOOSTING •
• FLAT TIRE CHANGES •

• 4X4 SERVICE • GAS DELIVERY •
• LOCKED OUT OF VEHICLE •

• FREE SCRAP VEHICLE PICKUP •
Request our 4-Door & Ride in Comfort!

Out of town? Call COLLECT!!
All major credit cards & auto clubs accepted.

Clip & Save. Ask about our discounts.
24-HOUR: 767-3818

✄

Your GPS
Headquarters

Thunder Bay, Ontario
1-800-465-3001
1-807-344-0811

www.kbm.on.ca



Wow! What a year I had in the outdoors in
2006. I set a personal goal to complete the
Ontario Grand Slam by taking one each of
Ontario’s four major “big” species, Turkey,
Bear, Moose and Deer...I’m not sure that
turkeys can be considered big game but they
do make up part of the Ontario Grand Slam
of hunting and I was all too happy to score on
a turkey my first time out. It was extremely
satisfying for me to know that a year of hunt-
ing hard paid off. 

Hunting that much means that I get to
spend a lot of quality time with myself, sit-
ting in tree stands watching and waiting for
the possibility of seeing game, hiking many
miles of trail and watching many times as the
sun rises and sets. It also gives me time to
reflect, to relax and even to meditate in a
sense. The tribulations of work and family
life all disappear as I focus on my natural sur-
roundings. I can’t imagine not being able to
do this anymore, but yet the spectre of losing
these cherished pastimes looms dark on the
horizon like an imminent thunder storm. For
now, the hunting tradition lives on. But will it
last?

We all need to ask this question and we
need to look into ourselves to find out what
we have in us that we can bring to the table
to help preserve our hunting lifestyle. And it
is not just about hunting. If you only wet a
line yet you think that you are immune to the
“imminent thunder storm” then you are in
denial. The “anti-consumption” movement is
quickly becoming a part of everyday society,
especially in large urban centers. Sure, it is a
movement that is misguided by thinking that
we don’t all play a part in the cycle of life and
death, but still it is a movement that is being
unchallenged more often than not.

Recently I took a bit of heat in a local pub-
lication over some very candid viewpoints
that I shared with readers. Not surprisingly,
the “anti” element screamed for my head. Yet
there was a deluge of support for my views,
from hunters and non-hunters alike. A lot of
these letters to the editor were copied to me
so I know that they were sent to the publica-
tion in question. I want to thank those indi-
viduals who supported me with letters and
phone calls. They know who they are. I am
happy to say that I am back to write for
another season in that newspaper and that we
are set to move forward with a better under-
standing for how we on the hunting, fishing
and trapping side of the world view things
when they are portrayed or not portrayed in
the media.      

There is a saying that goes something like,
“the world is changed by those who show
up”...or something like that, but you get the
point. More of us need to “show up”. I am

quickly losing faith in a lot of the individual
rank and file of the hunting, fishing and trap-
ping community here in northern Ontario.
The organizations that work for them work
hard as volunteers, because they believe in
preserving our outdoor heritage for our chil-
dren. The individuals who do not partake in
some way in the fight to preserve these activ-
ities don’t deserve to enjoy them in the man-
ner they do now. 

So, you aren’t exactly an “Outdoor War-
rior” you say. Therefore you want to know
what you can do that won’t require any of
your own, sweat, tears or blood....in order to
help the rest of us who are giving up these
bodily fluids in the fight for our outdoors her-
itage? There are many things you can do so
I’ll list a few of them for you here:

1) Join NOSA. We are a coalition of mem-
bers and organizations dedicated to our
Northern outdoors heritage....and there is
strength in numbers.   

2) Donate a prize item to a fundraising
dinner, this is just as good as a cash donation.  

3) Take a child hunting or fishing....prefer-
ably a child other than your own, perhaps a
friend of your son or daughter. Plant the seed
of interest in the outdoors.

4) Attend meetings and MNR open hous-
es. 

5) Read articles and stories that deal with
the controversy surrounding hunting, fishing

and trapping....too many people want to bury
their heads in hopes that it will all go away
on its own. It won’t.

6) Talk it up! Usually action is spurred on
by people talking about it first. If you don’t
talk about the problems we hunters face, with
your hunting buddies, then you’ll never com-
mit to doing anything about it on your own. 

7) Write a letter to the editor at least once
a month in support of some aspect of hunting
and fishing or trapping. Did you like that last
article by Gord Ellis? Good, then write a let-
ter to the editor to say so. Keep it short and
sweet and it will likely get printed.

8) Volunteer some time to an outdoor
event. Ask NOSA officials how you can help
out at a fundraiser or some other such func-
tion.

9) Call your MPP or MP to remind them
how important hunting, fishing and trapping
is to you and your family.

10) Volunteer for community fish and
wildlife projects, habitat renewal programs,
fish stocking efforts. 

We all live busy lifestyles and have little
time to devote to all the things we’d like to be
a part of, but if you hunt or fish or trap, then
you MUST do some of the above listed
actions if you want to do your part to pre-
serve our outdoor heritage. Enjoy the out-
doors in the New Year and be safe out there!
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New Proposed Changes to 2007
Ontario Fishing Regulations

All anglers in Ontario should be aware
that there will be important changes to the
way the Ministry of Natural Resources man-
ages Ontario’s recreational fisheries. The
purpose of these changes the MNR states “is
to make fishing regulations easier to under-
stand”.

The planned regulations coming in 2007
will see a reduction of fishing divisions from
37 to 20 zones. These new zones are based
on ecological and social factors and easy to
find boundaries. A map of these new zones
can be found at the MNR website
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/fishing/fmz
/newzones.html 

With the new zones come changes to reg-
ulations regarding fish species. These
changes will include open seasons as well as
catch/possession limits and size. This infor-
mation can be found at
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/fishing/fmz
/toolkits.html . Most of the species toolkits
have been easy to follow with minimal
changes being made. The lake trout tool kit
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/EBR/lake_t

rout/tool_kit.pdf as well as the brook trout kit
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/EBR/brook
_trout/tool_kit.pdf are still works in
progress. The MNR is looking for public
input regarding these two species. You can
visit the Environmental Bill of Rights web-
site  http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/envreg-
istry/027078ep.htm and
h t t p : / / w w w. e n e . g o v. o n . c a / e n v r e g -
istry/028684ep.htm for more information. I
have read through the lake trout tool kit and
I must admit that I have found it a little over-
whelming due to the inconsistencies of the
existing regulations and it’s exceptions to
them. 

For the ice fisherman, there have been
some changes concerning ice huts and their
removal dates. These changes can be found
@ http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/envreg-
istry/027435er.htm . 

Anglers should continue to follow the
2005-2006 Ontario Fishing Regulations
Summary until the 2007-2008 Summary is
released. These new regulations will not be
in place for January 1, 2007.

NWO Hunting Tradition Lives On
By John Kaplanis, NOSA President



APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

City: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Postal Code: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Phone:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

E-Mail: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

❑ I would like my correspondence via e-mail.

CHECK ONE: ❑ Single Renewal $10/yr. ❑ Family Renewal $15/yr.

❑ Single Membership $25/yr. ❑ Family Membership $35/yr.

❑ Youth Membership (under18 years) $15/yr.

Detach and Mail with Cheque or Money Order to:
NOSA, 1100 Memorial Ave., Suite 253,
Thunder Bay, Ontario  P7B 4A3
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Honest,

Quality

Repairs TRANSIMPORT INC.

Thunder Bay’s Only
Hi-Tec Trans Flush

100% Fluid & Filter Change
Helping You Move in the Right Direction

TRANSMISSION COMPUTER EXPERTS
• FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.

INDUSTRIAL • MARINE • PTO UNITS

TRANSIMPORT
DOMESTIC & IMPORT

TRANSMISSION REPAIRS

WE DO
OIL

CHANGES

807-343-9226

• Front Wheel Drive
• Rear Wheel Drive
• Industrial
• 2-12,000 GVW Hoists
• Differentials
• General Repairs

• Domestic & Import Transmission
Repairs • Diagnostic Service

• WARRANTY • FREE ESTIMATES
570 10th Ave
Fax: 343-9103

(in most cases)


